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Nearly 140 years ago, Ann & Robert H. Lurie

Children’s Hospital of Chicago (formerly Children’s

Memorial Hospital) was founded as a community

hospital.  The commitment to the community

remains a core value to the institution. Our mission

is to not only treat the children who come through

our emergency room doors, but also to go beyond

our hospital walls to prevent kids from being injured

in the first place. As part of the Injury Prevention &

Research Center, Strengthening Chicago’s Youth

(SCY) plays a major role in those efforts.  By building

capacity among public and private stakeholders to

connect, collaborate, and mobilize around violence

prevention, SCY addresses many facets of

intentional injury prevention in Chicago. 

 

It has been a pleasure to watch SCY grow over the

past 7 years, and I look forward to SCY’s continued

expansion. As SCY continues to impact Chicago

youth through initiatives like the Juvenile Justice

Collaborative, through our policy work with various

Chicago and Illinois stakeholders, and our focus on

equitable access to mental health care, we can

continue to spread our message about the

preventability of violence, while promoting

evidence-based violence prevention strategies, and

data-driven innovation, that has become the

hallmark of Lurie Children’s as an institution.
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Karen Sheehan, MD, MPH
Medical Director
Injury Prevention & Research Center

Our mission is to not only
treat the children who come

through our emergency room
doors, but also to go beyond
our hospital walls to prevent
kids from being injured in the

first place."

As one unified community, the health care providers of Lurie Children's coupled with the comprehensive

Injury Prevention & Research Center, we can continue to treat the whole child, and continue striving for

a city where parents can raise healthy children, with lives free of trauma and violence. Thank you to the

partners and staff of SCY for helping in that mission.

MESSAGES FROM
THE DIRECTORS

Strengthening Chicago's Youth



It seems amazing that only seven years ago,

Strengthening Chicago’s Youth started with one full

time employee, and the idea that violence prevention

in Chicago could be advanced by connecting

stakeholders from around the city and bringing them

together under the lens of approaching violence as a

public health issue.  As I often say at our quarterly

meetings, “The role of SCY is to connect, connect,

connect!” I am proud to say that SCY is a leader in

forging these conversations. In today’s violence

prevention landscape, there is an abundance of

individuals and organizations doing amazing work to

empower Chicago’s youth. Unfortunately, in a city

built upon so many barriers and divides, many of those

stakeholders became siloed in their work and the

neighborhoods they function in. We are honored to

play a key role in facilitating connections and resource

sharing among our partners. In doing so, we continue

to build resilience in our youth and help each of our

young people reach their potential.

 

Guided by our Policy Agenda and our Focus on Five,

SCY continues to work to expand our network of

partners and extend our reach across the city.

Additionally, with the launch of the Juvenile Justice

Collaborative three years ago, SCY is helping to divert

Chicago youth from the juvenile justice system and

connect them to the resources they need. 
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Rebceca Levin, MPH
Executive Director
Strengthening Chicago's Youth

We are now in the planning stages of bringing Preventing Alcohol Abuse in Chicago Teens (PAACT)

fully under the SCY umbrella, allowing us to make greater connections between substance use, violence

and positive youth development.

 

Today, SCY has blossomed into an organization with thousands of partners across the state of Illinois

and with a staff of twelve working hard every day to foster those important connections. We look

forward to continuing to collaborate with you to make Chicago safer and healthier for youth.

MESSAGES FROM
THE DIRECTORS

In today's violence prevention
landscape, there is an

abundance of individuals and
organizations doing amazing
work to empower Chicago's

youth."

Strengthening Chicago's Youth
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Strengthening Chicago’s Youth (SCY) is Chicago's
largest violence prevention collaborative and a catalyst

for innovation convened by Ann & Robert H. Lurie
Children's Hospital of Chicago.

 

Our mission is to connect and mobilize our community
around a public health approach to violence
prevention. We encourage partnerships that

strengthen  existing efforts so our youth can reach their
full potential.

Strengthening Chicago's Youth



Over the past 2 years, while the framing of SCY's

Strategies has changed, our mission has always

been the same: to connect and mobilize our

community around a public health approach to

violence prevention. SCY pursues violence

prevention through four strategies that

emphasize building connections among violence

prevention partners.

P A G E  4
 

2017-2018

SCY
STRATEGIES

Strengthening Chicago's Youth



2017-2018

POLICY
AGENDA
Since 2013, SCY has developed its

policy and systems change work at

the local, state and federal level. We

have established our program as the

private sector leader in

comprehensive violence prevention

policy in Chicago, and continue to

build relationships with partner

organizations and multi-sector

coalitions to advance our 10-part

violence prevention policy agenda.

 

The strategies for advancing our

policy and systems-change work

have included data analysis,

research, outreach, advocacy, and

education related to promoting a

public health approach to violence

prevention.

We work to educate policymakers and the broader community on the preventability of

violence and the need to increase investment and promote strategies to reduce violence

in the most affected communities—especially in communities of color where generations

of disinvestment and policies have contributed to an increase in violence.

 

SCY's work over the past two years has contributed to concrete policies and bills that

will change the course for children in Chicago and Illinois. You can read the SCY Policy

Agenda in its entirety at scy-chicago.org/index.php/policy/6-policy-agenda.
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Program Assistant Antonette Rabor meets Illinois Attorney
General (then a State Senator) Kwame Raoul at the Illinois
Council Against Handgun Violence's Annual Lincoln Lunch.

Strengthening Chicago's Youth

http://scy-chicago.org/index.php/policy/6-policy-agenda


2017-2018

POLICY
IMPACT
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Strengthening Chicago's Youth

SCY priority legislation was very successful in 2017-18.
The Illinois General Assembly passed two of SCY’s highest

priority gun violence prevention bills, including the
Combating Illegal Gun Trafficking Act and the Firearm

Restraining Order Act.

The Firearm Restraining Order Act allows
family members and law enforcement to
petition the courts to temporarily remove
firearms from a loved one who they think is a
risk to themselves or others.  This law became
effective January 1, 2019.  For more
information, visit speakforsafetyil.org.

Public Act 100–1178, the Combating Illegal
Gun Trafficking Act, is a bipartisan bill that will
work to reduce gun violence in the state by
requiring gun dealers to adopt better business
practices and keep guns out of the wrong hands.
This law became effective January 18, 2019,
and the state is developing rules to support its
implementation.  

 

Gov. J.B. Pritzker signs gun-dealer law at Ella Flagg Young Elementary
School. (Image: oakpark.com)
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Strengthening Chicago's Youth

Training Series
SCY's Training Series continued to be

popular in 2017-18. Through these

professional development opportunities,

SCY aims to facilitate knowledge sharing

with the goals of increasing partner

understanding and awareness, building

capacity and skills, and connecting

partners across sectors and communities. 

Policy and Advocacy

Teen Dating Violence

Violence as a Public Health

Issue

Social Justice Communications

Kingian Nonviolence

Gender and Justice

Implicit Bias

Local Violence Prevention and

the Socio-Ecological Model

Human Research

Trauma

2017-2018 training topics

included:

2017-2018

POLICY
NOTES

SCY partnered with Voices of Youth in

Chicago Education and other advocacy

partners for two media events in the

Spring and Fall of 2018 to build support

for increasing mental and behavioral

health supports in Illinois schools. 

In Spring 2018, SCY and the Illinois

ACEs Response Collaborative worked

with Representatives Juliana Stratton

and Sara Jimenez to sponsor a

legislative briefing to build awareness

of adverse childhood experiences

(ACEs) and the impact of trauma on

Illinois children.

 

 

Connecting partners is central to SCY's

mission—one way we do this is through

city-wide coalitions such as the Illinois

ACEs Response Collaborative.  The

Illinois ACEs Response Collaborative is

comprised of stakeholders across

communities and sectors working to

prevent and heal trauma through

education and policy development. SCY

has helped create policy briefs,

contributed to efforts to raise

awareness of ACEs, and connected

partners to the collaborative. 

Making
Connections



Violence is not inevitable. SCY encourages

conversations about the preventability of

violence and how every individual and

organization can play a role.  The Focus on Five,

our call to action for individuals and

policymakers, frames our conversations at

quarterly meeting and public awareness

campaigns around these priorities.
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Highlights:
In April of 2017, Executive Director Rebecca

Levin presented a webinar to the American

Hospital Association on "Getting Outside the

Hospital Walls to Prevent Violence."

In October of 2018, Lurie Children’s joined

the Chicago HEAL (Hospital Engagement,

Action, and Leadership) initiative, a

collaboration of 10 of the largest hospitals

serving Chicago. The initiative is convened

and supported by U.S. Sen. Dick Durbin, with

the goal of reducing violence and improving

health in the city’s most underserved

neighborhoods.  

 

 

 

 

 

Quarterly
Meetings
SCY hosts quarterly meetings to inform,

engage, and connect. Quartely meeting

topics have included: 

Communicating About Violence:
Making Media Accountable
Violence Prevention Policy
The Connection Between Housing
and Violence Prevention
Using Research and Data to
Prevent Violence
Collaborating with Schools to
Prevent Violence 
How Supporting Parents Can
Prevent Violence

2017-2018

ENCOURAGE
CONVERSATIONS

Strengthening Chicago's Youth

Join us for an upcoming quarterly meeting.  

Visit scy-chicago.org for upcoming dates. 



JUVENILE JUSTICE
COLLABORATIVE
(JJC)

To minimize further involvement of

arrested youth in the justice system and

reduce racial disparities by facilitating

and coordinating access to comprehensive

support services that meet the

adolescents' developmental needs. We

are committed to youth and their families

because youth are our community's most

valuable resource. 

Since 2014, SCY has led the development

and implementation of a care coordination

model for justice-involved youth. Together

with the Cook County Juvenile Probation

Department, TASC, the Illinois

Collaboration on Youth, and 10

community-based service providers, SCY

planned and initiated a demonstration

project to test this innovation. The goal is

to minimize further involvement of

arrested youth in the justice system and to

reduce racial disparities by facilitating and

coordinating access to comprehensive

support services that meet adolescents'

developmental needs–ensuring that youth

get the right level of care at the right time

in their community.
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Mission

JJC Partners
Aunt Martha's Youth Service

Center

BUILD, Inc.

Heartland (Human Care

Services)

Lawrence Hall

Maryville Academy

New Life/Urban Life Skills

SGA Youth & Family Services

UCAN

Youth Guidance

Youth Outreach Services

Illinois Collaboration on

Youth
 

TASC Care Coordinator Breanna Hollie 

Strengthening Chicago's Youth
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Juvenile Justice
Collaborative
(JJC)

Service Areas

Strengthening Chicago's Youth

8 Chicago Police
Districts

3rd District

4th District

5th District

10th District

11th District

14th District

15th District

25th District

Celebrating achievements of Juvenile Justice Collaborative (JJC)
participants (L to R): Avik Das, Cook County Juvenile Probation and
Court Services Department; Alicia Osborne, TASC; Rebecca Levin,
Strengthening Chicago’s Youth (SCY), Ann & Robert H. Lurie
Children’s Hospital of Chicago; Anthony Harden, TASC; Bill Pieroth,
Cook County Juvenile Probation and Court Services Department.
Photo courtesy of TASC.



JUVENILE
JUSTICE
COLLABORATIVE
(JJC)
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Strengthening Chicago's Youth

305

221

168

111

Youth referred to the JJC 

Youth enrolled into the JJC 

Youth connected to services
through the JJC

Youth who have successfully
completed their program to

date 

JJC INVOLVED YOUTH: 2017-2018



JUVENILE JUSTICE
COLLABORATIVE
(JJC)

Enhancing parent engagement with the court process

Increasing parents'/guardians' knowledge of how to support their

child

Meeting parents' basic needs (e.g. emergency fund; mental health

services or other support)

The purpose of the Juvenile Justice Collaborative (JJC) Family

Support Project was to promote innovative strategies to support the

families of justice-involved youth. Through this project, the JJC

developed and tested local practices to support families and

identified interventions that address the needs of the entire family,

including parents and caregivers. The ten JJC partners were engaged

in a variety of projects and services that address at least one tier of

support for parents, including:

 

1.

2.

3.

 

In 2018, JJC partners used a variety of approaches to support families

with a young person involved in the justice system. Programs aimed

to address multiple risk factors for youth involvement, or risk of

deeper involvement, in the justice system, including addressing a

family’s past history of trauma, issues of poverty and joblessness, and

ongoing mental and behavioral health needs of the family.
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Family Support
Project

Strengthening Chicago's Youth

Families were
supported
through:

Family Dinner

Nights

Holiday Parties

Hospitality Baskets

Multi-Generational

Support

Parent Cafes

Parent Groups

facilitated in Spanish

Parents' Night Out

Events



P A G E  1 3

Data Source Catalog
500 Cities Project

Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance

System

Centers for Disease Control and

Prevention WISQARS

Chicago Health Atlas

Chicago Police Department - CLEARMAP

Chicago Public Schools

Child Health Data Lab, Ann & Robert H.

Lurie Children's Hospital of Chicago

City of Chicago Data Portal

Diversity Data Kids

Easy Access to Juvenile Populations

Illinois Criminal Justice Information

Authority Research & Analysis Unit

Illinois Domestic Violence and Information

Clearinghouse

Illinois Poverty Report

Illinois State Police Uniform Crime Reports

Illinois Violent Death Reporting System

Illinois Youth Survey

MapChicago

National Neighborhood Indicators Project

OpenGrid

Policy Map

United State Census Bureau American

Community Survey

United States Census Bureau American

Fact Finder

Youth Risk Behavior Surveillance System

Strengthening Chicago's Youth

 
Violence Data
Landscape
SCY convened the Violence Data Landscape (VDL)
initiative in 2015 and brought together
organizations and stakeholders to foster a learning
environment around data sharing in Chicago.  SCY 
then began compiling a catalog of violence-related
data systems in Illinois.  In 2018, the Violence Data
Source Catalog  was launched on the SCY website
to facilitate data use by providing overview guides
and step-by-step tutorials for each source. Topics
include crime incidence, youth risk behaviors,
community concerns, violent deaths, program
evaluations, academic performance, census data
and more.  The catalog allows instant access to 23
easy-to-use data sources. New sources will also be
added as they are made available.

23
Data 

Sources



2017-2018

FOSTER
CONNECTIONS
While community organizations often lack

the capacity to evaluate their programs or to

implement evidence-based approaches in

local settings, researchers may lack the

connections to communities that are needed

to ensure that their work makes a meaningful

difference in people's lives. SCY works to

foster connections between community

organizations and researchers to ensure that

community violence prevention efforts are

more effective and that their effectiveness is

better measured and demonstrated. 

The goal of this project was to identify the

highest priorities of community residents

to improve knowledge about violence in

Chicago. In 2015, SCY held community

gatherings across seven regions of

Chicago, collecting stakeholder thoughts

and ideas. These gatherings brought

together community residents, service

providers, funders, and researchers to

shape the violence prevention research

agenda.
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Community
Academic
Collaboration to
Prevent Violence in
Chicago

In 2016, SCY convened representatives from

community organizations in the Community

Collaborative Research Workgroup to

develop a violence prevention community-

based participatory research (CBPR) agenda.

The group also offered recommendations for

a permanent infrastructure to facilitate

implementation of CBPR projects to address

and eliminate health disparities related to

violence. The research agenda, as well as

recommendations to support community

engagement in violence research,  were

shared on the SCY website in 2017. SCY

plans to share the final research agenda with

both community and academic partners in

the fall of 2019. 

 

Strengthening Chicago's Youth
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Thank You To
Our Funders
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Peter B. Bensinger
Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Illinois
Chicago Bulls Community Assist Fund, A
McCormick Foundation Fund
Cook County Justice Advisory Council
The Crown Family
The Goodman Family Foundation
Illinois Children's Healthcare Foundation
Illinois Department of Human Services
The Jacob & Valeria Langeloth Foundation
Lee Ann and Melvin H. Jacobs Foundation
Michael Reese Health Trust
Robert R. McCormick Foundation
The Schneebeck Foundation
Wentcher Foundation
Zeisler Family Foundation



Strengthening Chicago's Youth

Contact Information

scy-chicago.org

scy@luriechildrens.org

312-227-6678

@SCY_Chicago

@StrengtheningChicagosYouth

@SCY_Chicago

Behavioral 
Health 

Justice 
Reform

Gun Violence
Prevention

Trauma

Looking to
the Future

SCY has become one of the only
organzations in Illinois with
equally deep involvement in the
interconnected policy areas of
gun violence prevention, justice
reform and behavioral health.  In
2019 and beyond, we will
further strengthen our focus on
this intersection through a
trauma–informed lens.  We
believe that only by approaching
these issues holistically–rather
than buying into false
dichotomies between these
issues–can we truly make our
city, state, and nation safer,
healthier and more whole. 


